Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 7th November 2024
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood, A Christopher, J Finlay, S Grime, C Howard, L Lynch, 

A Perry, S Perry and A Wright.
Also, in attendance Mr B Golding (Clerk)
	24.0102 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors G France, Dr M France, D Hardy, K Jones and P Molyneux


	24.0103 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	24.0104 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd October were approved and signed as a correct record.
Proposed A Christopher
Seconded L Lynch
Carried unanimously.


	24.0105 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

((24.92) It was explained that agreement had been reached with Mr Drinkall regarding the digging of holes for replacement trees to be planted along Dick Lane. Councillors S Perry, A Perry and Mr J Finlay had liaised on what 8 trees to purchase, Sycamores, Norway maple and a Horse Chestnut had been agreed. Arrangements to get the holes dug would be put in hand following liaison with the Lengthsmen.
(24.92) Councillor Christopher reported that a lady had fallen on the Play Area at Abbey Village. The Borough Council had responded that work to be done was weather dependant and included, Painting the play area – (weather dependant) Wet pour repairs – The aggregate has washed away under one of the pieces of equipment causing the wet pour to sink. It would be necessary to inspect the reason why/what was causing this, The shrinkage around the edges of the wet pour will be carried out within this month and removing vegetation from in and around the play area (the weeds have been sprayed twice) pruning works will be carried out during the winter period.
(24.93) Councillor Flood reported that the Flood Group had met earlier in the day. It had been reported that a blockage in Lodge Bank had ben cleared, up to the end of September there Had been no reported flooding. The issues on Railway Road were being looked into, a number of agencies may have to be involved.
(24.94) The leak on Queensway had been repaired, it was explained the pipe had been dug up and replaced.

(24.94) The shed in the woods had been removed.

(24.94) It was requested that the Borough Council be asked to put a notice up at the Baths to explain the access arrangements and school use.

(24.94) Work on the Boardwalk at Lodge Bank was awaiting United Utilities appointing a contractor.

(24.99) Contact had been made with the resident at the corner of Dick Lane/School Lane regarding the road sign, it appeared the original engraving had disappeared and was not salvageable.



	24.0106 
	Borough Council Report

In the absence of both Councillors there was no report.
The Parish Council were reminded about Brinscall Baths phased re-opening, and that an official opening ceremony was being planned, a plaque for Kathleen Walsh was to be erected and Alec Price was to be invited, Councillor G France was to do a sponsored half mile swim for the Mayors Charities


	24.0107 
	Remembrance Sunday Arrangements

Arrangements for laying wreaths at the Parish War memorials were agreed as;
Councillor Flood-Brinscall 10.00am

Councillor Howard-Withnell Fold-11.00am
Councillors A & S Perry -St Pauls – 11.00am

Councillor A Christopher-Abbey Village-no service


	24.0108 
	Lengthsmen Report 2024 -Work undertaken in October
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park (3 days)

General repairs/Maintenance

Clean and tidy War memorials (2days)

Clean area at roadworks Abbey Village (1/2day)
Drainage
Withnell Fold, (1 day)

Dole Lane (1day)

Grass cutting/Strimming
Various benches/paths/ (2 days)

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold (1day)

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Nil

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day



	24.0109 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included;
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards Consumer alerts

LCC Parish & Town Council’s conference

LCC Winter stakeholder bulletin

Mayors invite to Remembrance Sunday

CIL funding report

Lancs Community Orchard

LCC Footpath diversion order Brinscall Hall

Lancs Fire & Rescue newsletter

The Parish Council expressed disappointment that the Community Orchard application had been declined.



	a) 
	Grant Applications.
An application had been received from Wildwood Days for support with the cost associated with the Annual Lantern Parade.
Councillors discussed the application and requested that as in the previous year that subsidised places be made available. It was agreed to award the £450.00 requested and stipulate the availability of subsidised places which the Parish Council would fund.
Proposed S Perry
Seconded L Lynch

Carried with 1 abstention

Councillor Howard left the meeting for this item.

An application had been received from Hillside Methodist Church for support with the cost associated with the Brinscall to Bethlehem community Nativity and a Christmas party for the Friday Hub. The Council agreed to the proposal and awarded the £421.00 requested.

Proposed A Perry

Seconded J Finlay

Carried unanimously.

Two applications had been received from St Joseph’s Club, one for support with the Warm Space Hub and another towards the Annual Pensioners (post) Christmas Party.
Councillors discussed thew applications and requested that both be widely advertised in the local facilities such as the Health Centre.

The application for the Warm Hub support of £500.00 was approved.

Proposed S Perry

Seconded A Christopher

Carried unanimously

The application for the Pensioners party was also approved for £500.00.

Proposed A Christopher

Seconded J Finlay

Carried unanimously

The Council discussed the great asset to the community that St Joseph’s Club had become.



	24.0110 
	Planning Applications Since Last Meeting
Notification of proposed works to a tree within a conservation area involving the felling of beech tree  The Old House Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8AZ Ref. No: 24/00912/TCON | Received: Sun 27 Oct 2024 | Validated: Sun 27 Oct 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Change from hip roof to gabled roof, front and rear dormers, and elevational alterations including rendering of whole house. 44 Lodge Bank Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QU Ref. No: 24/00906/FULHH | Received: Thu 24 Oct 2024 | Validated: Thu 24 Oct 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Application for a certificate of lawfulness for an existing single storey rear extension. 8 Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8RX Ref. No: 24/00850/CLEUD | Received: Wed 09 Oct 2024 | Validated: Wed 09 Oct 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Decisions

Notification of proposed works to a tree within a conservation area involving the removal of 1no. sycamore Withnell Fold Farm Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8AZ Ref. No: 24/00791/TCON | Received: Tue 17 Sep 2024 | Validated: Tue 17 Sep 2024 | Status: Granted

Extension to existing garage including first floor extension above, and two storey extension to rear 32 Parke Road Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QB Ref. No: 24/00768/FULHH | Received: Sat 07 Sep 2024 | Validated: Mon 09 Sep 2024 | Status: Granted

Application for works to protected trees - Chorley BC TPO 1 (Withnell) 1979: T4 Ash - fell; and T7 Beech - fell Kylnclough Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BG Ref. No: 24/00717/TPO | Received: Tue 20 Aug 2024 | Validated: Thu 29 Aug 2024 | Status: Granted

Erection of agricultural storage shed (retrospective) Land Off Bolton Road Bolton Road Abbey Village Ref. No: 24/00644/FUL | Received: Mon 29 Jul 2024 | Validated: Mon 29 Jul 2024 | Status: Refused

Re-roofing of front and rear roof slopes 25 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 24/00637/FULHH | Received: Fri 26 Jul 2024 | Validated: Wed 14 Aug 2024 | Status: Granted

Section 73 application to vary condition 3 (rear elevation door) and remove condition 5 (use of rear yard) of planning permission ref: 08/00275/FUL (Variation of condition 4 of planning permission 06/01017/FUL to vary the opening hours to 10:00 - 16:00 Monday to Friday, 10:00 - 23:00 Saturday, and 10:00 - 16:00 Sunday) to allow the rear yard to be used as a customer seating area in conjunction with the cafe The Cottage Tea Room 25A School Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QS Ref. No: 24/00530/FUL | Received: Wed 26 Jun 2024 | Validated: Mon 08 Jul 2024 | Status: Granted

The Council were informed of recent Facebook activity regarding an application at Finnington. The information on consultation had not yet been published on the Borough Council planning portal.



	24.0111 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillor Christopher enquired about the benches and picnic tables for Abbey Village Play area, it wase explained they were on order.
Councillor Christopher explained that tree roots were affecting a bench and stone wall at the Play area.

Councillor Howard informed the Council of current issues wit light pollution being experienced by residents in Withnell Fold. A number of residents had complained to the Borough Council. The lights were emanating from Withnell Fold Hall.
Councillor Howard also explained that the Church had been sold to the residents at the Hall who were to use it as a function room.

Councillor Finlay invited Parish Councillors to the GREAT AGM on 28th November at 7.30pm

Councillor Flood reported on contact from Historic England regarding the monument to Private James Miller VC which was to be given Grade II listing. Contact had initially been made several weeks ago but publicity had gather momentum in the last day and information had been on Radio 4 on the morning of the meeting. Granada reports were to broadcast a report and would be at St Pauls Church the following day. Councillor A & S Perry would be in attendance.


	24.0112 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed C Howard
Seconded A Christopher
Carried Unanimously


	24.0113 
	Date and Time of next meeting.
The next meeting would be held at 6.30pm on Thursday on 19th December at St Joseph’s Club.
.
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