Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 3rd October 2024
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood, A Christopher, G France, Councillor Dr M France (for part of the meeting) S Grime, D Hardy, 
K Jones and P Molyneux.
Also, in attendance County Councillor A Cullens and Mr B Golding (Clerk)
	24.089 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors J Finlay, Dr M France (for part of the meeting) C Howard, L Lynch, A Perry, S Perry and A Wright


	24.090 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	24.091 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 19th July were approved and signed as a correct record subject to amendment at 24.79 (24.73) to read .. Councillor Wright reported on the ongoing discussions….
Proposed D Hardy
Seconded G France
Carried unanimously.


	24.092 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(24.80) Councillor G France reported the Charity cricket match had been cancelled due to the weather.
(24.82) It was explained that agreement had been reached with Mr Drinkall regarding the digging of holes for replacement trees to be planted along Dick Lane. Councillors S Perry, A Perry and Mr J Finlay were liaising on what trees to purchase. Drainage issues would be discussed with Mr Drinkall. It was hoped to plant the trees in November.
(24.85) The possibility of an easy-to-understand planning guidance had been raised with Borough officers. It had been explained that the Planning Portal already had sections ‘Do I need planning permission’ and ‘Pre application advice’ which provided a significant amount of information for anyone to access.
(24.85) Councillor Christopher reported that following further discussions with Sean Blake at the Borough Council, 4 swings had been put up at Abbey Village Play Area, however nothing else had happened. It was agreed that the benches and picnic table agreed at the previous meeting would be installed as soon as was practicable.



	24.093 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor G France reported on the recent flood issues at the bottom of School Lane. There was a discussion on the problems. It was explained that as leaves were an issue at this time of year it was possible to request an additional road sweep.
Councillor Flood reported that the Flood Group was to meet on16th October at 1.30pm. Councillors were invited to attend.

The Platinum Jubilee celebration at St Joseph’s Club had been very successful. The Parish Council had been thanked by the Club.

Councillor Dr M France had provided a written report.

Brinscall Baths phased re-opening, official opening ceremony being planned, a plaque for Kathleen Walsh, Alec Price to be invited, Gordon doing a sponsored half mile swim for the Mayors Charities
Flood issues- not aware of any properties affected
Health Centre signed new contract starting on 1-10-24, APMS not GMS, just got 6th best GP practice in LSCICB.

Councillor Christopher explained that APMS was Alternative Provider Medical Services was General Medical Services. The contract awarded had been a fixed term contract of 10 years with the option of a 5-year extension. However, the Darzi Report recommended that the NHS employed GP’s. The 6th best outcome was a family and friend’s test.
Offensive water leak Queensway, there was a foul water issue which had been reported.
Boardwalk repairs- The full quote had now been received.
Councillors asked who was to project manage the scheme, it was agreed to request further information from Chris Walmsley at the Borough.

Shed in the woods. There was a discussion on the erection of a shed in the woods above the Goit. It had been reported to United Utilities, as it was on their land.
St Joseph’s 70th anniversary event, details had been outlined by Councillor G France.
Trees on Dick Lane- an update had been provided earlier in the meeting.
Councillor France was thanked for his report. Councillor Dr M France was thanked for her report.


	24.094 
	Lengthsmen Report 2024 -Work undertaken in September
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park (3 days)

General repairs/Maintenance

Bus shelter Abbey Village (3days)
Drainage
Withnell Fold, (1 day)

Dole Lane (1day)

Grass cutting/Strimming
Various benches/paths/ (2 days)/ Abbey Village Play area (1day)
Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold (1day)

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Nil

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Liaise with landowners re hedge cutting

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day

Councillor Hardy recounted a story about wrong coloured paint.



	24.095 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included;
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards 

Parish Conference invite

Evisa requirements

Polling Place Review

Housing Needs Survey- Councillors discussed the information provided by Community Futures regarding the proposed community housing need survey. It was confirmed the Parish Council did not wish the survey to be any wider than the census output area around Bury Lane, Withnell, which had previously been identified. Councillor considered the proposed survey form and agreed to the inclusion of the reference made to the Parish Council on the front of the proposed survey.

Request for CIL funding for Withnell Millenium Green paths. -The Council considered a request and quote received for the provision of paths at Withnell Fold Millennium Green. The Council agreed to allocate the £6700 requested.







Proposed R Flood

Seconded G France
carried unanimously

	24.096 
	Audit Report
The Council noted receipt of the External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24.
There were no actions.



	24.097 
	Grant Applications.
An application had been received from Hillside Methodist Church in the few days prior to the meeting.
It was agreed to defer consideration until the next meeting



	24.098 
	Planning Applications Since Last Meeting
Application for works to a protected tree - Chorley BC TPO 10 (Abbey Village) 2010: T1 Sycamore - Prune to provide 2 metres clearance from property.  Abbeystead Farm 127 Bolton Road Abbey Village Chorley PR6 8DP Ref. No: 24/00775/TPO | Received: Tue 10 Sep 2024 | Validated: Mon 23 Sep 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Extension to existing garage including first floor extension above, and two storey extension to rear  32 Parke Road Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QB Ref. No: 24/00768/FULHH | Received: Sat 07 Sep 2024 | Validated: Mon 09 Sep 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision 

Decisions
Single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing conservatory)6 Gerrards Fold Abbey Village Chorley PR6 8DL Ref. No: 24/00660/FULHH | Received: Thu 01 Aug 2024 | Validated: Thu 01 Aug 2024 | Status: Granted

Notification of proposed works to trees within a conservation area involving the felling of 4no. trees The Mill House Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8ARRef. No: 24/00649/TCON | Received: Tue 30 Jul 2024 | Validated: Tue 30 Jul 2024 | Status: Granted

Application for works to protected trees - Chorley BC TPO 3 (Withnell Fold) 2006: Removal of trees adjacent to canal The Mill House Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8ARRef. No: 24/00648/TPO | Received: Tue 30 Jul 2024 | Validated: Thu 08 Aug 2024 | Status: Refused

Application for a certificate of lawfulness for the erection of two, single storey, outbuildings for use as a domestic swimming pool and a bar Hazelwood 20 Oakmere Avenue Withnell Chorley PR6 8AX Ref. No: 24/00642/CLPUD | Received: Mon 29 Jul 2024 | Validated: Mon 29 Jul 2024 | Status: Granted

Pitched roof over an existing attached garage adjoining to a single storey rear extension, and minor elevational changes 5 Dick Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QHRef. No: 24/00634/FULHH | Received: Fri 26 Jul 2024 | Validated: Fri 26 Jul 2024 | Status: Granted

Demolition of chicken shed and the construction of a replacement chicken shed (retrospective) Land Adj To New Wicken House Farm Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BERef. No: 24/00604/FUL | Received: Tue 16 Jul 2024 | Validated: Tue 16 Jul 2024 | Status: Granted

Application for works to protected trees - Chorley BC TPO 11 (Withnell) 1998: Various tree works detailed in the MPTrees report Cedar House 1 Withnell Hall Gardens Withnell Chorley PR6 8EHRef. No: 24/00570/TPO | Received: Wed 03 Jul 2024 | Validated: Thu 11 Jul 2024 | Status: Granted

Single storey rear extension, roof lift to rear, rebuilding of garage and front porch and canopy to front elevation. Heathlands The Close Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8AZRef. No: 24/00508/FULHH | Received: Thu 20 Jun 2024 | Validated: Wed 10 Jul 2024 | Status: Granted

Councillors queried action on a retrospective planning application which had ben submitted in Abbey Village. It was explained that it would not be reported on again until some action had been taken.

It was clarified that the Knowle Farm sale discussed at the previous meeting was Knowle Farm, Whittle le Woods, which was on Blackburn Road.

Councillor Dr M France joined the meeting.



	24.099 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillor Grime raised an issue on behalf of a resident on Pleasant View regarding the trees on the Nature Trail growing higher that the culvert wall. It was explained that if the trees were healthy, they would not be cut back.
Councillor Grime drew the Councils attention to a sign on the corner of a house on the corner of Dick Lane and School lane. The sign which was part of the heritage of the village had been painted over. There was a discussion regarding returning it to its previous condition. Councillor Hardy would discuss the house dweller.

Councillor G France reported that a blocked culvert adjacent to the Nature Trail had been reported to Lindsey Blackstock. Ownership was being checked.

.

County Councillor Cullens asked Councillor Dr M France if there was any information regarding designated parking space for buses taking school children to the baths. It was agreed to enquire with Councillor Bev Murray.


	24.0100 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed G France
Seconded A Christopher
Carried Unanimously


	24.0101 
	Date and Time of next meeting.
The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday 7th November at St Joseph’s Club.
The December meeting was agreed for 19th December. Time to be confirmed.
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