Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 5th September 2024
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood, A Christopher, J Finlay, G France, D Hardy, 
C Howard, K Jones, L Lynch, P Molyneux, A Perry, S Perry and A Wright.
Also, in attendance County Councillor A Cullens and Mr B Golding (Clerk)
	24.076 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor Dr M France and S Grime 


	24.077 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	24.078 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 19th July were approved and signed as a correct record subject to amendments at 24.66 to read ..Sites for development… and sale of St Luke’s.. and 24.67 (24.57) to read ….with immediate neighbours…
Proposed K Jones
Seconded L Lynch
Carried unanimously.


	24.079 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(24.66) Councillors noted the correspondence between the Council and Mr Hannett, which had been circulated, regarding the discussions held and decision taken on the proposed survey of housing need. Councillors noted that there had been no plan of the proposed plot to be utilised by the Church should a Community Housing Needs survey indicate there was a need for the type of housing described. Concern was expressed regarding the impact on near neighbours should a scheme proceed without the normal planning consultation taking place.
Councillor Wright had undertaken a visit to the site and observed that the site had been left to deteriorate.

(24.67) It was confirmed that the application for support with the ‘Coronation Orchard’ at Phyliis Moss Gardens had hit a stumbling block as ownership of the land lay with LCC’s Education Department, a request for approval to use the land for an orchard was awaited.
(24.69) It was confirmed that the Lengthsmen had completed hedge cutting and path repairs on the path leading from St Paul’s towards Abbey Village as requested.

(24.70) It was confirmed that St Joseph’s Club 70th Anniversary was on the 27th September.

(24.72) Councillor Howard reported that planning permission for conversion of the Chapel at Withnell Fold to dwellings had now been approved.

(24.73) Councillor Wright reported on discussions with the ongoing discussions with Armstrongs regarding a possible sculpture. It was noted that Armstrongs were now sponsoring the Top Club as ‘Armstrongs Arena’.
(24.73) Councillor Flood provided an overview of the ‘Flood Group’ meeting. Discussions had been held regarding the partial collapse at the side of the Lodge with remedial work being undertaken. Councillor G France explained that work had been undertaken and that water was now flowing at the same speed in different sections of the pipe.

It was understood that work had possibly commenced on fitting a new regulator at the pumphouse at the junction of Quarry Road and Railway Road.



	24.080 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor G France reported that at the recent litter pick 17-18 bags of rubbish had been collected.

There had been conversations regarding a footpath at Abbey Village with the possibility of an enforcement order being issued.
A Charity event was to be held on 13th September at the Top Club with a planned Councillors v Officer cricket math scheduled, weather permitting.

Councillor France was thanked for his report.


	24.081 
	Lengthsmen Report 2024 -Work undertaken in July/August

Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park 6 days

General repairs/Maintenance

Abbey Village- Bus Shelter (Dole Lane) 5 days

Drainage
Withnell Fold, Dole Lane 1 day

Grass cutting/Strimming.
Dole Lane/Bury Lane, Roscoe Fold -3 days.
Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, 1day

Abbey Village Bolton Road 1 day

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Nil

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Roscoe Fold filling holes

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service.
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 8 & re-charging – 1 day

The Lengthsmen were requested to arrange for mowing of the lower part of the Millenium Green at Withnell Fold.


	24.082 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included;
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards 

Code of Conduct training information

Chorley Planning Statement of Community involvement

John Finlay-Croft Lodge meeting

Climate Action webinar invite.
J Hannett-Rural Housing subsequent correspondence to last meeting

Better Working Survey -LCC

Kings Award for Voluntary Service

Parish precept setting arrangements.
Councillor S Perry asked about the recent emails received via Councillor Dr M France regarding landowners’ responsibility for replanting trees with TPO’s.

Councillor Finlay explained the legislation and respective responsibilities.

There was a discussion on maintaining a ‘Village feature’ which was enjoyed by many in the community. 
The Clerk explained discussions heled with the landowner.

It was proposed and agreed to fund up to £1000 towards purchasing 4 or 5 trees, if it could be agreed that the landowner have the holes dug. The Lengthsmen would be able to arrange for planting.
There was a discussion on setting a precedent for replacing trees with TPO’s. It was explained this was a one-off arrangement to ensure the Heritage feature was maintained.

Proposed G France

Seconded S Perry

Carried Unanimously

The Clerk would liaise with the landowner regarding the proposal.


	24.083 
	Grant Applications.
There were no applications for grants.


	24.084 
	Planning Applications Since Last Meeting
Planning Applications July/August 2024

Agricultural determination for the erection of a building for tractors and machinery Snapes Heights Farm Oakmere Avenue Withnell Chorley PR6 8AXRef. No: 24/00638/AGR | Received: Fri 26 Jul 2024 | Validated: Fri 26 Jul 2024 | Status: Other decision

Part Retrospective Application for the Demolition of chicken shed and the construction of a replacement chicken shed. Land Adj To New Wicken House Farm Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BERef. No: 24/00604/FUL | Received: Tue 16 Jul 2024 | Validated: Tue 16 Jul 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Two storey rear extension to both properties, following the removal of an existing single storey extension 129 & 131 School Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PSRef. No: 24/00583/FUL | Received: Tue 09 Jul 2024 | Validated: Tue 09 Jul 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Application for works to protected trees - Chorley BC TPO 11 (Withnell) 1998: Various tree works detailed in the MPTrees report.  Cedar House 1 Withnell Hall Gardens Withnell Chorley PR6 8EHRef. No: 24/00570/TPO | Received: Wed 03 Jul 2024 | Validated: Thu 11 Jul 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Construction of a new access track and erection of buildings for agricultural purposes (breeding birds) (retrospective)Woods Fold Saw Mill Dole Lane Abbey Village Chorley PR6 8EBRef. No: 24/00566/FUL | Received: Wed 03 Jul 2024 | Validated: Tue 09 Jul 2024 | Status: Granted

Section 73 application to vary condition 3 (rear elevation door) and remove condition 5 (use of rear yard) of planning permission ref: 08/00275/FUL (Variation of condition 4 of planning permission 06/01017/FUL to vary the opening hours to 10:00 - 16:00 Monday to Friday, 10:00 - 23:00 Saturday, and 10:00 - 16:00 Sunday) to allow the rear yard to be used as a customer seating area in conjunction with the cafe The Cottage Tea Room 25A School Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QRef. No: 24/00530/FUL | Received: Wed 26 Jun 2024 | Validated: Mon 08 Jul 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Application for works to protected trees - Chorley BC TPO 2 (Withnell) 1993: T1- Copper Beech - rebalance crown on the north side by up to 2 metres, crown thin by 15%; T2 - Sycamore- Crown reduce by up to 2.5 metres to suitable growth points; and T3 Ash - crown thin by 15%4 Abbey View Withnell Chorley PR6 8UDRef. No: 24/00510/TPO | Received: Fri 21 Jun 2024 | Validated: Wed 03 Jul 2024 | Status: Unknown

Single storey rear extension, roof lift to rear, rebuilding of garage and front porch and canopy to front elevation.  Heathlands The Close Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8AZRef. No: 24/00508/FULHH | Received: Thu 20 Jun 2024 | Validated: Wed 10 Jul 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Application for works to protected trees - Chorley BC TPO 1 (Withnell) 1979: T5 Ash - fell; and T7 Beech - fell.  Kylnclough Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BGRef. No: 24/00717/TPO | Received: Tue 20 Aug 2024 | Validated: Thu 29 Aug 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing conservatory)  6 Gerrards Fold Abbey Village Chorley PR6 8DLRef. No: 24/00660/FULHH | Received: Thu 01 Aug 2024 | Validated: Thu 01 Aug 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Notification of proposed works to trees within a conservation are involving the felling of 4no. trees The Mill House Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8ARRef. No: 24/00649/TCON | Received: Tue 30 Jul 2024 | Validated: Tue 30 Jul 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision 

Application for works to protected trees - Chorley BC TPO 3 (Withnell Fold) 2006: Removal of trees adjacent to canal.  The Mill House Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8ARRef. No: 24/00648/TPO | Received: Tue 30 Jul 2024 | Validated: Thu 08 Aug 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Erection of agricultural storage shed (retrospective)  Land Off Bolton Road Bolton Road Abbey VillageRef. No: 24/00644/FUL | Received: Mon 29 Jul 2024 | Validated: Mon 29 Jul 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Application for a certificate of lawfulness for the erection of two, single storey, outbuildings for use as a domestic swimming pool and a bar Hazelwood 20 Oakmere Avenue Withnell Chorley PR6 8AXRef. No: 24/00642/CLPUD | Received: Mon 29 Jul 2024 | Validated: Mon 29 Jul 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Re-roofing of front and rear roof slopes 25 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BARef. No: 24/00637/FULHH | Received: Fri 26 Jul 2024 | Validated: Wed 14 Aug 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Pitched roof over an existing attached garage adjoining to a single storey rear extension, and minor elevational changes 5 Dick Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QHRef. No: 24/00634/FULHH | Received: Fri 26 Jul 2024 | Validated: Fri 26 Jul 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Decisions

Single storey rear extension, two storey side extension and single storey front extension. Hazelwood 20 Oakmere Avenue Withnell Chorley PR6 8AXRef. No: 24/00456/FULHH | Received: Wed 05 Jun 2024 | Validated: Wed 05 Jun 2024 | Status: Withdrawn

First floor front extension including side facing balcony above existing garage, single storey rear extension, infill porch to front elevation, and associated alterations including change of windows, roofline and rainwater goods.6 Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8ARRef. No: 24/00431/FULHH | Received: Fri 24 May 2024 | Validated: Fri 24 May 2024 | Status: Granted

Single storey rear extension Boardman Heights Farm Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8SDRef. No: 24/00354/FULHH | Received: Mon 06 May 2024 | Validated: Mon 06 May 2024 | Status: Granted

Agricultural determination for the erection of a building for tractors and machinery Snapes Heights Farm Oakmere Avenue Withnell Chorley PR6 8AXRef. No: 24/00638/AGR | Received: Fri 26 Jul 2024 | Validated: Fri 26 Jul 2024 | Status: Other decision

Construction of a new access track and erection of buildings for agricultural purposes (breeding birds) (retrospective)Woods Fold Saw Mill Dole Lane Abbey Village Chorley PR6 8EBRef. No: 24/00566/FUL | Received: Wed 03 Jul 2024 | Validated: Tue 09 Jul 2024 | Status: Granted

Application for works to protected trees - Chorley BC TPO 2 (Withnell) 1993: T1- Copper Beech - rebalance crown on the north side by up to 2 metres, crown thin by 15%; T2 - Sycamore- Crown reduce by up to 2.5 metres to suitable growth points; and T3 Ash - crown thin by 15%4 Abbey View Withnell Chorley PR6 8UDRef. No: 24/00510/TPO | Received: Fri 21 Jun 2024 | Validated: Wed 03 Jul 2024 | Status: Unknown

Extension of single storey garage to form a two storey home office with existing garage to the ground floor.Goffs Cottage Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BNRef. No: 24/00497/FULHH | Received: Mon 17 Jun 2024 | Validated: Mon 17 Jun 2024 | Status: Granted

Conversion of church to 2 no. dwellings, with associated parking. Withnell Fold Methodist Church Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8AZRef. No: 24/00173/FUL | Received: Mon 04 Mar 2024 | Validated: Mon 04 Mar 2024 | Status: Granted
It was reported that the café on School Lane had been granted permission to site and use 3 small picnic tables in the area to the rear of the premises.

	24.085 
	COUNCILLORS ISSUES 
Councillor Jones explained that residents were still struggling to get advice on planning application. It was explained there was information on the Borough’s Planning Portal, but it was perceived as confusing. A request for a simple planning guide to be made available would be made. It was observed that free planning guidance from Borough Officers had previously been available.
Councillor Christopher explained her conversations with Sean Blake at the Borough Council regarding Abbey Village Play area. A site visit had observed that the surface was lifting, contractors would be arranged for its repair, a swing was to be removed, the equipment had broken some years ago, equipment was to be painted.

It was explained that the park was used a as a picnic area and that the seating arrangements needed improving.

It was proposed that 2 benches and 2 picnic tables be purchased for the area.

Proposed A Christopher
Seconded G France

Carried Unanimously
It had been requested that the weeds around the exterior be strimmed, it was explained the Borough had used weed killer but there had been grow back. It was agreed to arrange for the area to be strimmed.
Councillor Finlay reported on the site visit of some Councillors to Lodge bank to look at the arrangements for a replacement path. Samples of the proposed composite boarding were shown and shared with Councillors. Councillor Finaly explained his initial concerns regarding only having sight of one quote for the materials but after further investigation had understood that the quite given to the Borough Council was competitive.
Councillor Finlay had also written to United utilities regarding support with the overall scheme, it had been discovered that the Borough had also communicated with United Utilities and had been told that UU would engage a contractor to undertake the work.

As this was previously work that the Borough had indicated they would undertake there was a query about the overall funding of the scheme. The quote for the boardwalk section in the middle was £17856 plus VAT, there was no indication of the costs for the stone at one end of the path and the costs of the raised section at the other end of the path.
Funding so far committed had been £3000 from Eastern Parishes Committee and £12000 by the Parish Council, this £15000 could be supported by a £1000 contribution from Councillor Dr M and G France although this would have to be checked and approved.

Councillors discussed the ongoing delay and agreed that a request for the overall cost of the full 3 sections of path be submitted to the Borough so that the Parish Council were not left with a large unbudgeted bill at the end of the scheme.

Following further discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council total contribution for the whole scheme be limited to £14000.

Proposed R Flood

Seconded L Lynch

Carried unanimously.

Councillor Finlay also reported that the gable end at the Little Tiger was to be repaired, the building development land at the rear of the Little Tiger was once again up for sale.

Councillor G France confirmed it was likely to be 2025 or 2026 before work was completed on the bridge in Abbey Village. County Councillor Cullens explained that the bridge was owned by a Trust who were required to undertake works to a level that was no longer to current standards. LCC had identified capital spend to develop a plan for a solution. It was explained that should problems continue such as those published by a resident whose home exited adjacent to the bridge then the traffic lights could be moved. The weight distribution across the whole of the bridge was explained, this had led to one side of the carriageway being closed to limit the possibility of two vehicles being on the bridge simultaneously.
Councillor Lynch raised her concern regarding lorries using Bury Lane and requested that signs be installed at each end of Bury Lane warning about the bridge. County Councillor Cullens explained about the signage legislation but agreed to aske again.

The use of temporary signs was discussed and explained.

Councillor Jones reported on progress she had made with getting quotations for footpaths for the Millenium Green and would bring a request for CIL funding to the next meeting.

Councillor Flood explained the numerous requests received from Mrs D Platt for the Parish Council to join LALC (Lancashire Association of Local Councils), the benefits of LALC were explained. It was agreed that at this time the Parish Council did not need to be a member of LALC. 
County Councillor Cullens reported that there was now a new additional bus service on the #2 Route. Double yellow lines near the Hare & Hounds were to be installed and passing points on Dole Lane were also to be put in place.

Double yellow lines at the end of Bett Lane in Higher Wheelton were to go ahead with a Public Notice in October and lines in place by December.

County Councillor Cullens was thanked for his update.



	24.086 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed J Finlay
Seconded K Jones
Carried Unanimously


	24.087 
	Date and Time of next meeting.
The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday 3rd October at St Joseph’s Club.
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