Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 6th June 2024
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood, A Christopher, S Grime, D Hardy, C Howard, J Finlay, K Jones, L Lynch, P Molyneux, A Perry and S Perry.
Also, in attendance Councillor J Whiffen and Mr. B Golding.
	24.050 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor G France and Dr M France 


	24.051 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	24.052 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 8th May were approved and signed as a correct record.
Proposed C Howard
Seconded J Finlay
Carried unanimously.
The minutes of the AGM held on the 8th May were noted.


	24.053 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(24.41(24.29)).  Remedial work on the Boardwalk at Lodge Bank had been undertaken by the Borough.
(24.41 (24.29) It was explained that the Borough Council no longer directly employed a Dog warden, they did however buy in an equivalent service.
(24.47) Councillor Christopher reported that work in Abbey Village on replacing roofs had been halted. Some of the non-Housing Association property owners had sought legal advice. It appeared that ‘Party Wall’ agreements would be necessary.


	24.054 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor J Whiffen reported that the replacement of trees on Dick Lane was being chased up by the Boroughs Environmental Tree Officer.

There had been discussions with the local Police regarding fly tipping in the area.

Councillor Whiffen was thanked for her report.


	24.055 
	Accounts 2023/24

The council received and approved a copy of the annual income and expenditure account for 2023/24

The Council received and approved the statement of accounts for 2023/2024 as presented.

The accounts would now be submitted for formal audit.

Proposed D Hardy

Seconded L Lynch

Carried unanimously.
It was requested that a separate CIL note be provided with future accounts.



	24.056 
	Lengthsmen Report 2024 -May
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park 3 days

General repairs/Maintenance

 Withnell Fold 2-days Kissing Gate Brinscall 1 day

Hedgerow cutting Brinscall & Withnell Fold 3 days.
Drainage
Withnell Fold, Dole Lane 1 day

Grass cutting/Strimming.
Dole Lane/Bury Lane 

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, 1day

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Nil

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service.
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day

It was planned to paint the flower boxes as soon as the weather improved sufficiently.
The Lengthsmen were requested to strim the Play Area at Abbey Village and the area adjacent to the steps from Pleasant View to the Nature Trail.
It was explained the Millenium Green at Withnell Fold would need cutting over the summer, wildflowers were currently growing there.


	24.057 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included;
Various Chorley Council papers
Trading Standards Notes
Chorley Small Community Grant Fund

LCC Public Rights of Way- Local Delivery

Coronation Living Heritage -Community Orchard scheme.
Armed Forces Day Concert -Town Hall 29th June

Chorley Beacon Lighting Astley Park 6th June

Gemma Byron -Defib pads request.

It was confirmed the Armed Forces Concert had been postponed.

It was agreed that a bid for an Orchard to be sited on Phyllis Moss Gardens be submitted. Residents had been consulted and approved of the plan. There was a discussion on the arrangements and the likely need to protect the trees once planted.
The Clerk explained the request for paediatric defibrillator pads for the defibrillator sited at Withnell Fold Primary School. It was agreed that any future request for pads at any of the three sites Withnell Fold, Abbey Village, Withnell Pharmacy be purchased immediately and reported to the Parish Council at the next available meeting to avoid delay in their availability. It was explained pads normally lasted for 3 years before needing to be replaced.
Proposed R Flood

Seconded L Lynch

 carried unanimously

	24.058 
	Grant Applications.
An application from St Joseph’s Club for support with its Platinum celebration in September had been received and was considered.
There was a discussion on what was commensurate as the guidance for awarding grants stated, ‘The Council has a duty to ensure that expenditure under this power is commensurate with the benefit to the community; this means that there must be a match between the money spent and the benefit to local people.’ 

It was agreed to award the £500 requested.

Proposed A Perry

Seconded D Hardy

Carried with one abstention.


	24.059 
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS SINCE LAST MEETING
Applications 

Car port to replace existing car port (retrospective)  92 Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8SDRef. No: 24/00384/FULHH | Received: Tue 14 May 2024 | Validated: Tue 14 May 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Single storey rear extension Boardman Heights Farm Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8SDRef. No: 24/00354/FULHH | Received: Mon 06 May 2024 | Validated: Mon 06 May 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Decisions

Notification of a proposed single storey rear extension (conservatory) measuring 4m in depth, with eaves height of 2.52m, and a maximum height of 3.3m 12 Windsor Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PX Ref. No: 24/00196/PDE | Received: Thu 07 Mar 2024 | Validated: Thu 07 Mar 2024 | Status: Other decision

Single storey rear extension, following demolition of existing conservatory and conversion of part of integral garage to habitable accommodation 10 Fellstone Vale Withnell Chorley PR6 8UE Ref. No: 24/00195/FULHH | Received: Thu 07 Mar 2024 | Validated: Thu 07 Mar 2024 | Status: Granted

Councillor Howard reported that a decision was still awaited on the conversion of Withnell Fold Chapel which would become 3 houses eventually. It was explained the small car park could not be covered in tarmac so that tree roots were protected.


	24.060 
	COUNCILLORS ISSUES 
Councillor A Perry reported that agreement on the location for benches was soon to be agreed.

Councillor Christopher reported on the Urgent and Emergency Care information which had been disseminated.

Councillor Christopher provided an overview of the meeting of the Health Centre Steering Group with the ICB. An overview of the arrangements put in place was provided.

The applications to run the Health Centre provision had now been submitted and the evaluation process would commence shortly with a decision announced in July.

Six members of the Steering Group had applied to be involved in the evaluation process.

The process of evaluation was explained and discussed.

The arrangements for a Patient Participation Group and for a triage system at the Health Centre were explained.
The Chairman thanked the members of the Steering Group for their considerable efforts.

	24.061 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed L Lynch
Seconded K Jones
Carried Unanimously

	24.062 
	Date and Time of next meeting

The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday 18th July at St Joseph’s Club due to the General Election on 4th July. The subsequent meeting would be on 5th September.
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